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A Message from Pastor Ann…. 
 
John 13:33-35 states: 
Little children, I am with you only a little longer. You will look for me; and as I said to the 
Jews so now I say to you, ‘Where I am going, you cannot come.’ I give you a new 
commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love 
one another.  By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one 
another.” 
 
Jesus spent about three years living and working with the disciples. He was well aware of their 
good and negative qualities.  He knew very well the difficulty of loving these men, these very 
normal human beings.  
 
How are we supposed to love one another?  We can’t using our own resources. Only by asking 
God to help us love one another can that love occur. Only by asking God to help us love 
without regard to our own needs will that love Jesus desires of us exist. 
 
Try this out. Start with someone for whom you have a mild dislike. Ask God to help you love 
this person. If your prayer is sincere, God will help you see this person from God’s loving eyes.  
God will bless you with a richer appreciation for this person. God’s love will fill your heart with 
compassion and love for this person.  
 
Why is loving our neighbor so important? Loving our neighbor frees us from hurt and pain that 
once hardened our hearts. God’s action in our lives frees us to love more and to live life 
abundantly without fear. 
 
Jesus said, I give you a new commandment that you love one another. 
 
 



 
 
The May Circle Meeting will be held at 2:00 p.m. Thursday, 
May 19th at the home of Carmen Lundberg.  

Pastor Ann will give the Bible Study using the May Gather magazine. 
  
 The May WELCA meeting will be on Tuesday, May 3rd when we attend 
the May Breakfast at the First Baptist Church at 411 West Clarinda Ave  in 
Shenandoah at 8:00 a.m. 
Please let Rogene know if you plan to attend so that she can reserve a table 
for us to sit together.   The price of the breakfast is a free will donation. 
Everyone is invited! 
 
 The WELCA Special Project for May is for each of us to remember those 
who are ill and/or shut-ins with cards and notes telling them that we are 
thinking of them and sending them our good wishes.  
People from Bethesda are: 
Charles Warner @ Golden Living B Wing, 524 N. Laura St, Maryville, MO 
64468. 
Delores Renander @ her home 
Joan Setterburg @ Fair Oaks Care Center, Shenandoah, IA, 
Judy Johnson @ at her home 
Nita Lind@ Stanton Care Center  
Complete addresses may be found in the Year Book. 
Remembering these folks will make their day and yours too! 
  

 
The Western Iowa Cluster 13 met for their Spring 
Gathering on Saturday, April 23rd at Bethesda Lutheran 
Church.  A delicious brunch was served at 9:15 
a.m., followed by Ellen Bond playing her dulcimer and a 
meditation by Pastor Ann.  The Bethesda recorder consort 
provided music during the offering and the program was 
given by Elaine Christensen, who showed us her hobby of 
making Mission Booklets using greeting cards.  Next year 
Cluster 13 will meet at Bethlehem Lutheran Church in Red 
Oak.   
   
 



There is a new Guest Book in the narthex which was purchased with a portion of the 
money that was donated by Paul & Sue Wallin. They are reminded of Bethesda quite 
often and sent a donation to be used for a current need in the church. 
 
Sharing God’s Love 
The Annual SWIM Lenten Food Drive ended Easter Sunday.  342 items of food and 
$100.00 were given to the Clarinda Community Food Pantry.   
 

 
What a super blessing again with such a great donation for our 
food pantry. We are so blessed and so thankful for your continued 
support to us. 
Please convey our thanks to all who so willingly contributed. 

 
  Thanks and God Bless, 
   Janette D. Wilson, Mgr 
   Community Center Food Pantry 
   Darlene Larabee 
   Pres. Of Board. 
 
 

             
 

 
Sunday School children learned about the organ and piano 
and made a joyful noise to the Lord with instruments and 
singing, April 10th.  
   
   The last day of Sunday School  
     this spring will be  
           May 1st.  
 
Thank you to all the people who taught this past year.   
 



 
Our Sympathy to Deb Wagoner and her family on the passing of her father, Bill 
Black, on March 28th.  Services were held at the Ritchie Funeral Home, April 1st.   
 

 
 
 
An update from Tera... 
 
April 9, 2016 
 
Hello from South Dakota! 
 
I just got back from the Upper Peninsula of Michigan, where I presided at my brother’s wedding. 
It was a quick trip, and it seems there’s never enough time to see everyone. I ran into the rain 
and snow on my drive there, and it never really ended! There was over a foot of snow in about 5 
days, and I guess there’s more on the way.  
Meanwhile, back in Bison, SD, we’ve enjoyed an extremely mild winter. When I came back to 
town yesterday, I saw that the grass is quite green in the yards here in town, work is being done 
in the fields, and there are baby animals out with their mamas. It was really good to see Bison 
from a ways down the road and know that I was almost home. 
Over the last month, and especially during my travels, I’ve had many people asking when I’m 
going back to Jamaica and when my family can come here, so I wanted to send you an update. I 
have tickets to go to Jamaica from June 15th to 27th. I will actually leave the 14th and return the 
28th with a red-eye flight out and an overnight layover coming back.  
The bigger news is that I’ve contacted an immigration attorney. While I’m in Jamaica, I need to 
get copies of documents and other items (envelopes from letters I’ve sent, pictures of us as a 
family, etc.) that will help to prove our relationship. When I return, I will get them to the attorney 
who will then begin the immigration process.  
The first step is to file the paperwork to prove we have a real relationship. There are, of course, 
fees for this. The attorney charges $1,450 and the government charges $1,680 (that’s the total 
for all Roy and the 3 kids). It could take up to 6 months to hear back from the U.S. government. 
When the government decides that the relationship is real and we can move ahead, the next filing 
happens. The attorney fees for this step come to $3,250, and the government filing fee total is 
$1,780. During the time that this paperwork is being processed, Roy and the kids will have to 
travel for interviews and undergo health checks. After about 6 months, we should know if all 
things have been approved, and if visas have been issued. At that time, my hope is to fly down 
there to get them ready to come back with me after a few days. So, there’s also the expense of 
getting all the plane tickets and other travel expenses.  
It’s strange to think that in June, I may be taking my last trip to visit them in Jamaica! I couldn’t 
have made it through this process without your support, and appreciate that you will continue to 
support me in the coming year of waiting, and after that, the transitioning. May the blessings that 
you have given me be returned to you! 
 
Sincerely, 
Pastor Tera Lowe 
Prairie Fellowship Parish, PO Box 326, Bison, SD 57620 
 
 
 
 



An invitation from Peter Olson….. 
 

 



 
 

      
  Morning Worship @ 8:30 A.M. 

            Fellowship Coffee @ 9:30 A.M. 
        Communion first and last Sunday of the month 

            

 
 
Preaching Schedule at Bethesda    
May 1   Pastor Ann      
May 8  Noel Kropp       
May 15 Pastor Ann       May Birthdays  
May 22 Stanley & Barbara      5  Brian Kirchert 
May 29   Pastor Ann        5  Sylvia Kibutz 
         10 Tess Nelson 
Worship assistants in May     12 Lisa Kibutz              
Greeters    Jim & Carmen Lundberg    13 Brody Kirchert 
Reader       Sallie Lund       19 Kent Setterburg 
Communion Asst.  Miriam Hanson    
Ushers    Mark & Sallie Lund   Wedding Anniversaries 
                Dennis Boger & David Jones  26 Kurt & Sherry Rife 
   27 Mike & Connie Erickson 
Coffee Servers  27 Bryon & Nicole Jimmerson 
May 1  Norma Thomsen & Barbara Nelson  
May 8  Chris & Christie Vanderholm  
May15  Greg & Jolene Wallin         
May 22  Mark & Sallie Lund         
May 29 Don & Marlene Paulson    
 

      
The SWIM Trip to the Open.  
Door Mission will be  
May 14th. Meet at the Kmart 
parking lot in Red Oak at 1:00 

             p.m. for carpooling.  
 

Work from 2:45 to 5:00 p.m. and 
optionally go out to dinner together. 
Please contact Pat Tillman or Sherry Camilletti 
if you plan to go.

       Upcoming Events 
May 1  Last day of Sunday school  
May   3 8:00 a.m. WELCA May Breakfast at Baptist Church in Shenandoah, IA.  
May   8  Church Council following morning worship 
May  14       1:00 p.m.   SWIM Open Door Mission volunteer trip 
May  19  2:00 p.m.  Lydia Circle at the home of Carmen Lundberg 
May  22  June newsletter items are due.  Send to Yvonne (johnsony@myfmtc.com) 
May  29  Confirmation of Colby Carlson and Dakota Johnson  
June 10-12   Synod Assembly at the Omaha Marriott 
June 26    10:30 a.m. Joint Worship service at Viking Lake State Park 



   
 
                      In Celebration of Graduation 
 

 
May’s graduation season is often a celebration of what it takes to accomplish something. We 
celebrate dreams, determination, hard work and support, and we celebrate the pride and joy 
of parents, grandparents, friends and other family members who help along the way. 
We celebrate “graduations” at Lutheran Services in Iowa (LSI) all year round. We celebrate 
when a mom or dad has completed a parenting program. We celebrate when a child has 
completed all his goals in a skill-building program. We celebrate when an elder refugee 
attends a citizenship ceremony to take the oath of U.S. citizenship or when a refugee woman 
completes child care training. We celebrate when teenagers graduate from LSI’s Bremwood 
Residential Treatment Center and begin young adulthood, often with help from churches who 
have donated furniture or other supplies to help them set up their first apartment. 
Graduation is a celebration of community. We don’t get where we are in life on our own. We 
get there with support. With encouragement. With a mentor. With family. 
You’re the family standing alongside so many people served through LSI as they achieve life-
changing milestones. Thank you. 
LSI is proud to be an affiliated social ministry organization of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America (ELCA). Learn more at www.LSIowa.org and www.facebook.com/LSI.iowa.   
 
 
 
      Daring to Dream 
 
Every day Taw Kaw Htoo pursues her dreams as a farmer, a child care provider and an 
English student. After fleeing violence and persecution in her native Burma, Taw Kaw Htoo 
lived in refugee camps in Thailand before being resettled to the U.S. She may have lost her 
home, but not her hope. With LSI’s support, this strong, courageous woman is daring to 
dream. 
Her day begins at dawn at LSI’s Global Greens Farm where she farms a small plot, growing 
produce to sell to her community. 
“I like farming because I grew vegetables back in my home country,” she said. 
After tending her crops, she moves on to her second business of the day: caring for children. 
LSI’s child care business development program helps former refugees become state-licensed 
child care providers. Along with providing a small income, the program increases the 
availability of culturally appropriate child care for the refugee community, enabling more 
parents to enter the workforce. 
“I didn’t have any professional training on how to install a car seat or do CPR,” said Taw Kaw 
Htoo. “LSI has helped with that. It’s great that I am able to care for the children in my 
community.” 
Caring for children helps her pursue her third dream: learning English. 
“My language is really important to me,” she said. “I try to teach children my language every 
day, and they help me learn English. I really want to speak English. That’s my biggest 
dream.” 
 


