
February 2018 Newsletter  

From Pastor Marietta……

Lent is Near
Lent is coming up quickly this year with Ash Wednesday coming on February 14. We will be 
holding services in a rotation at the three churches, beginning with Bethesda on the 14th. All 
services begin at 7 p.m. The complete schedule can be found in this newsletter. Our theme this 
year is: Living in Saturday: Guidance from scripture on living through difficult times. 

Mutual Ministry is Underway
One of the joys of serving Southwest Iowa Ministries has been working with a mutual ministry 
committee. This committee is made up of one representative from each church: Rogene 
Sederburg from Bethesda, Karon Millikan from Tabor Wallin and Kathy Bozwell from Strand. 
We met four times in 2017, beginning in May.
The mutual ministry committee is a forum for reviewing and discussing the shared ministry 
between congregations and pastors. The term “mutual ministry” recognizes that the church’s 
ministry is the mutual concern of both congregation members and pastors. Specifically, it is 
about asking these questions:
Where have you seen God working in your ministry most clearly lately?
Is there joy in your ministry? Where?
What do you think is God’s future for our ministry together?
Where is God in all this?
In some cases, it’s a way for the pastor to get to know the congregations better. In other ways, it’s 
a place for congregation members to get to know the pastor. We have spent our meetings talking 
about our personal faith stories, the history of each church and the history of SWIM. We have 
laughed and cried together and also enjoyed getting to know each other better!
In 2018, we will focus on adopting a mutual ministry statement. This statement will outline a 
series of goals for the committee. Once this is adopted, we will publish it in the newsletters and 
make it available to the congregations. We will also begin talking about goals for the future of 
each congregation and the future of SWIM. Out of these discussions I hope this committee can 
help each church council  to think in more in-depth ways about what ministry will look like in 
southwest Iowa. 
If you have any questions about mutual ministry or would like to offer suggestions for things we 
should discuss, please contact the representative from your church or me at (712) 890 9882 or 
swiministries@gmail.com.

Peace,
Marietta 
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Thank You

A huge thank you to SWIM and each of the three congregations for so graciously 
hosting Dr. Kris Stache of Wartburg Seminary. Dr. Stache is Marietta's faculty advisor at 
Wartburg and came to southwest Iowa on the weekend of Jan. 26-28 for a visit. Dr. 
Stache has a Ph.D. from Luther Seminary in congregational leadership and teaches 
several classes at Wartburg. She also serves as director for innovative initiatives for the 
seminary.
She visited each of the churches and spent some time talking with members. She 
worshipped at Bethesda on Sunday morning and spoke at the annual meeting, 
expressing her thanks to the congregations for being willing to serve alongside a pastor-
in-training. Several times over the course of the weekend. Dr. Stache noted that each of 
the SWIM congregations are excellent "teaching congregations" that have served 
faithfully by training up leaders for many years. She asked a question that I think it 
would be good for all of us to ponder: How can Wartburg help SWIM congregations as 
they serve in the teaching role for Marietta and for other leaders? If you have any insight 
or an answer, please let me know and I can get you in touch with Dr. Stache or pass 
along your ideas. 
Thanks again SWIM! 
Marietta 

Lenten Services Schedule
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**On the nights that the service is at Strand, soup will be served at 6 p.m. All are 
welcome.


