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A Message from Pastor Ann…. 
 

My father, Austin Lockrem, died July 12. He was my dad, my hero and a very good man. As his daughter, I 
thought there was no other man as kind and loving as him. I assumed my feelings were those of a daughter who 
adored her father What a wonderful surprise to read the comments on dad’s funeral home obituary web page 
and hear family and friends tell stories of what dad made or did for them.  It seems everyone who knew my 
father thought he was a quiet, solid, good man!  What an honor it has been to be his daughter. 
 

A story about my father. Dad liked to take my two brothers and me fishing. Unlike my dad and brothers, I 
didn’t have the patience to just sit waiting for a fish to bite.  Somehow dad always had a knotted up mess of 
fishing string that he would need for me to untangle, that is how I spent my time while they were fishing. Today 
I wonder where he got all of those tangled messes of fishing string... 

On one of these fishing trips down by the river that runs through Northfield, my brother caught a snapping 
turtle.  I was delighted, asking my father to kill the turtle so I could take it home to cut it open to discover how 
the shell was attached to the turtle. Much to my disappointment, dad unhooked the turtle, carefully putting it 
back into the river.   

A few days later, when my dad came home for lunch, after spending the morning working in the lumber 
yard, he brought a big, fresh dead carp home for me.  It causes me to wonder how dad got this fish. Anyway I 
spent that summer afternoon dissecting the fish pulling out it’s organs, running into the house, washing my 
hands to look at the encyclopedia to see what that organ was used for. Back and forth between fish in the back 
yard and the encyclopedia I ran all afternoon. When dad arrived home that evening, he brought the 
encyclopedia out so we were able to label all the parts of that carp together!  When we were finished, we 
cleaned up the mess and buried the carp in the garden as the Native Americans used to do. 

 
Luke 11:13  So if you who are evil know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your 

Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him? 
 
Romans 8:32 He who did not spare His own Son but gave up Him for us all, how will He not also, along 

with Him, freely give us all things? 
 
I am here for you, 
Pastor Ann 
 
 



 
The Bethesda WELCA Work Day will meet on Tuesday, August 16th 

beginning at 9:00 a.m.   School Kits for Lutheran World Relief will be packed 
and we also will be working on Fleece quilts to send to LWR.  Dorcas and 
Lydia circles will share in bringing the Main Course, salad, dessert and rolls.  
Please volunteer to Mary Ann by Aug. 14th what you would like to bring.  
 

 
 
The Bethesda Women of the ELCA met on Thursday morning, July 
7th at D &Dʼs Treasures in Clarinda.  Dennis and Dave gave a very 
interesting talk about the store they opened 4 years ago.  The ladies 
spent some time looking at interesting antiques and collectibles before 
going to the Garrison House for lunch.   Thank you Dennis and Dave 
for sharing your story.   
 
 
          RAGBRI 44 passes Bethesda 
 

Thousands of cyclists 
heard Bethesdaʼs 
carillon as they peddled 
toward our church 
Monday, July 25th .  
Approximately, four 
hundred people visited 
the sanctuary, many 
left prayer requests and 
some stopped to rest, meditate, pray and listen to hymns 

Yvonne played on the organ.  Two riders asked to sing a solo…Amazing Grace and Shine Jesus 
Shine.  Approximately $300.00 was donated to the fund for Video taping equipment.  We received 
many compliments on the beauty of our church and made the WHO TV news and the front page in 
the Des Moines Register.  Thank you to greeters Darwin, Miriam and Serena Hanson.  It was a great 
day at Bethesda.  
 

                        A plaque for the basement pulpit 
Cramer Chapel was opened in the 1870's across the road from Junior 
Renander's farm (which was then owned by his uncle, Pete Renander) 
north and west of Bethesda in Douglas township. The schoolhouse a mile 
west of the church was named the Cramer School.   By the late 1920's the 
membership had declined and the decision was made to close the church. 
  An auction was held of the furnishings.  At that time Bethesda purchased 
the pulpit from Cramer Chapel for use in the basement of the church.   It 
now is one of the few items known to exist from that congregation's 
history.  The families of that church appreciate that we carry on their 
history in this way.  To celebrate our relationship with them, they have 
placed a plaque on the pulpit with it's history.  They hope to also create a 
brief information sheet with more details and family names to be laminated 
and placed in the book easel that rests on top of the pulpit.   



A Thank You from Pastor Ann 
 
To all of the congregations in SWIM, 
 
Thank you all for the kindness you offered me while I dealt with the death of my father. Cards, calls and 
monetary donations for his memorial were all very much appreciated. 
 
Donations to the Food Pantry were a special blessing because my father always placed extra apples and 
vegetables from our garden in bags on the side of the street for anyone who could put them to good use. 
 
All of the monetary donations will be sent to Vang Lutheran Church, Nerstrand, MN, the rural church at which 
my father was baptized, confirmed, and married. I’m sending the gifts with each of your names attached so that 
you can get the tax deduction. 
 
I’ve always said that it is such a blessing to be in a rural ministry because people connected to agriculture know, 
without a doubt, your blessings come straight from God.  
 
My family and I are grateful for your thoughtfulness 
 
 
Congratulations!   
 
Kodi Jo was born July 7th to Jamie and Kyle Fredricksen.  
She is welcomed by brother Jase, grandparents, Mike and 
Sheila Freed and great grandmother, Connie Freed.  
 
Lincoln Everett Lewellen was welcomed into the Bethesda 
church family through baptism July, 17th.  His parents are 
Shelby and Landon Lewellen.  Grandparents are  
Robert and Robin Wright and Randy and Barb Lewellen.   
   
 
 

   
Reformation 500 
October 31, 2017, will mark 500 years since the beginning of the Lutheran 
Reformation when Martin Luther nailed “The 95 Theses” to the door of the 
Wittenberg Castle church.   This will be celebrated on a global scale and 
Bethesda will remember it too.  Look for Luther quotes in the newsletter, hymns 
written by Luther at morning worship and other surprises.   

 
 
Yvonne Johnson recently attended the Augsburg Fortress Music Clinic in St. Paul, Mn.  A 
highlight was the evening Hymn Sing under the direction of Michael Burkhardt, former 
organist at the church Yvonne once attended.  She also attended the St. Olaf 
Conference on Worship, Theology and the Arts in Northfield.  This yearʼs theme was 
Resurrection, Reformation and Renewal.  Thomas Long, Presbyterian pastor, author and 

preaching professor delivered several sermons during the evening worship services and gave a 
powerful and thought provoking plenary, Keeping Faith in a Time of Disenchantment. There were 
many opportunities to sing, ring and look for new music.   



   
   

 
      Morning Worship @ 11:00 A.M. 

                      Fellowship Coffee @ 10:15 A.M. 
                         Communion first and last Sunday of the month 
            

 
 
 
Preaching Schedule at Bethesda   August Birthdays  
August 7 Gordon Scott     1  Mariska Kirchert 
August 14 Ann Albert      2 Mary Ann Vanderholm   
August 21   Gordon Scott              15 Ashley Tabor  
August 28  Ann Albert     22 Steve Lastine  
        25 Jim Lundberg 
          
Worship assistants in August                   
Greeters    Margaret Johnson    Wedding Anniversaries 
Reader            1 Robert & Robin Wright 
Communion Asst. Shelly Warner 7 Steve & Lori Lastine  
Ushers    Chris & Diane Campbell 9 Mark & Sallie Lund  
 Dennis Boger & Dave Jones 10 Jill & Aaron Autin  
                 15 Jim & Carmen Lundberg    
Coffee Servers   
August 7 Dennis & Lynn Meier  
August 14 Norma Thomsen & Shelly Warner   Faith is permitting 
August 21 Jim & Carmen Lundberg         Ourselves to be 
August 28 Joan Setterburg & Sandy Carlson             Seized by the things 
                        We do not see. 
                        Martin Luther 
      
       

      Upcoming Events 
 
August 10 7:30 p.m.   Church Council meeting 
August 8-13   Churchwide Assembly,  New Orleans, LA 
August 13 1:00 p.m.    SWIM Open Door Mission trip. Meet at Red Oak Kmart parking lot.  
August 16 9:00 a.m. WELCA Workday 
August  21 September newsletter items are due.  Send to Yvonne (johnsony@myfmtc.com) 
 

 
 
 
 
Congregational Meeting:   September 18th at 10:00 a.m. 
  
 

 



 
 
 

 
  Back to School Month 
 
School is right around the corner! As children and teens adjust to a new 

classroom routine, the transition can often bring to light behavioral issues that may stem from a 
mental health diagnosis, such as ADHD, anxiety, depression, or oppositional defiant disorder. 
 
Did you know Lutheran Services in Iowa (LSI) partners with schools across the state to 
provide mental health services right in their schools? This makes it easier to collaborate with 
educators and reduce the transportation barrier that sometimes makes it hard for families to 
attend appointments. 
 
We thank you for your support of LSI’s mission as we respond together to the love of Jesus 
Christ through compassionate service! 
 
LSI is proud to be an affiliated social ministry organization of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in 
America (ELCA). Learn more at www.LSIowa.org and www.facebook.com/LSI.iowa. 
 
      Becoming a kid again 
 
At 8 years old, Sofia was often the only one caring for her younger siblings. She worried 
constantly they didn’t have enough food. She helped them hide in a closet when their mother’s 
boyfriend began drinking and hitting their mother. 
 
That all began to change when Mitch came into the children's lives. Mitch is a family care 
coordinator for LSI. His job is to keep Iowa kids and families safe. He made sure Sofia and her 
siblings had clothes for school. He helped transport them to doctor's appointments. He 
remembered their birthdays.  
 
And when it became clear that living with their biological parents wasn't a safe option, Mitch 
was by the siblings' side and advocated to keep them together. Kate and Mark, a couple who 
had provided foster care for two of Sofia's younger siblings, decided to adopt all five kids.  
 
"We had faith. We knew it was the right thing to do. Why? Because they are worth it," Kate 
says. 
 
Sofia is now 12 and thriving. Kate has photos of Mitch visiting the kids on Halloween and 
dropping off presents from LSI on Christmas Eve. 
 
"Now Sofia gets to be a kid again," says Kate. "Every child deserves that." 
 


