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A Message from Marietta 
 
            Already But Not Yet 
 
This time of year always makes me think of the phrase “already but not yet.” It is spring, but perhaps 
not yet warm enough to really enjoy being outside. It is time to plant, but perhaps the conditions are 
not quite yet good enough to put seeds in the ground. It is the time when kids and teachers are tiring 
of school, but yet we will have two months of classes left. It is Lent, so we know Easter is coming, but 
yet we wait for more than two weeks.  
Already but not yet. This idea of waiting is as old as well .. time itself. Everything takes time, 
especially growing into who we are supposed to be.  
Martin Luther put it this way: “This life is therefore not righteousness, but growth in righteousness; not 
health, but healing; not being but becoming; not rest, but exercise. We are not yet what we shall be, 
but we are growing toward it, the process is not yet finished, but it is going on; this is not the end, but 
it is the road. All does not yet gleam in glory, but all is being purified.” 
When we feel like giving up, like we arenʼt good enough or canʼt do enough, or are simply tired, itʼs 
important to remind ourselves that we arenʼt supposed to be able to do it all, be it all, or to never 
weary.  
I like this hymn from Allen Pote: 
 
Awake, arise, the journeyʼs begun. 
We travel on together as one. 
We know not where the road will lead, 
but we move in faith, making love our creed – as we follow; 
The journey is our home. 
 
Good travʼlers walk with company, 
sharing bread with those in need. 
Giving help along the way to those who fall, 
who wander astray – as we follow; 
The journey is our home. 
 
Peace 
Marietta 



 
The BETHESDA WOMEN OF THE ELCA will meet on Tuesday, April 4th at 11:30 
a.m. at J's in Clarinda for a Dutch Treat Lunch.  Marietta will tell us a little bit about 
her life and events along the way. Everyone, men and women, are invited to attend. 
 

THE LYDIA CIRCLE will meet on Thursday, April 20th at 2:00 p.m. at the home of Diane Campbell 
with Marietta leading the Bible Study from the April GATHER magazine. 
 
The Cluster 13 Spring Gathering for the WELCA women will be held on Saturday, April 8th, at 
Bethlehem Lutheran Church in Red Oak.  Registration is at 9:00 a.m. followed by a Brunch at 9:15 
a.m.  The brunch will be a Free will donation. The program will be “Godʼs Patterns for Living” by 
Teresa Minard and also Special Music.  Make your reservations by Sunday, April 2nd to Mary Ann 
Vanderholm. Hope that several from Bethesda can attend.  
  

Our Dipes and Wipes project was great. We collected 
over 400 diapers, 30 boxes of wipes, and $50 to donate  
to the Storkʼs Nest. That means there are a lot of happy 
dry babies out there!  Thanks to everyone for a 
successful project. 
  
Called to Serve; Help Feed the Hungry   
We continue to collect food for the less 
fortunate through Lent.  Please leave your 
donation in the narthex or on the table in Fellowship Hall   

  
The Council has voted to collect change to send a foster child to camp again this 
year. During the 4 Sundays of June we will have the children pass the buckets and 
weʼll make a joyful noise with all the change dropping into the buckets. Start saving 
your change today! 

 
The church Council has voted to remove the internet, voicemail feature, and disconnect the 4584 
number from the church office account since SWIM is not using the office at this time. The number 
712-586-4589 will now ring at all the phones in the church. If you wish to speak to Marietta you can 
call 712-890-9882, or email her at swiministries@gmail.com. 
 
Maundy Thursday services will be held April 13 at 7:00 p.m.  We will gather at 
tables in the fellowship hall to commemorate the Lordʼs Supper.  Stanley and 
Barbara Johnson will lead worship. Please join us for a time of fellowship, sharing 
and remembering. 
 
The altar guild is planning a flower and plant display for Easter Sunday. If you have 
plants or flowers to share please have them at the church by 10:30 a.m. on Saturday, April 15th. 
 

 
The Bethesda Recorder Consort had a busy Sunday, March 
19th.  After playing for morning worship, they hurried to 
Clarinda and gave a program for residents at the Eiler House.  
Miriam, Norma, Diane and Sheila are enjoying coffee and 
cake following the performance.   March 27th, they played the 
program for Judy Johnson. 



 
      Morning Worship @ 11:00 A.M. 
        Sunday School @ 10:00 A.M. 
     Fellowship Coffee @ 10:15 A.M.  
                  Communion first and last Sunday of the month 
            

 
Preaching Schedule at Bethesda    April Birthdays 
April 2       Marietta Nelson Bittle  2 Pete Lund 
April 9       Palm Sunday  Pastor Gordon Scott   7 Sheila Freed 
April 16     Easter  Marietta Nelson Bittle          9 Amy Nelson Ettleman  
April  23    Pastor Gordon Scott  11 Doug Johnson 
April 30     Marietta Nelson Bittle     11 Clair Nelson     
         12 Alisha Buttercase     
Worship assistants in April     12 Phyllis Carlson 
Greeters        Deb Wagoner & Joni Sunderman   28 Bryan Nelson   
Reader    Miriam Hanson                            
Communion Asst.  Lori Lastine   
Ushers          Stanley & Barbara Johnson       
                      Mike & Sheila Freed               
Altar Guild  Miriam Hanson 
            
Coffee Servers         April 9      Palm Sunday 
April 2   Steve & Lori Lastine     April 13    Maundy Thursday 
April 9   Dennis Boger and Dave Jones      April 26    Easter 
April 16  EASTER – Outreach & Stewardship Comm. 
April 23   Yvonne Johnson & Margaret Johnson 
April 30   Robert & Robin Wright    
        

                    Upcoming Events  
 
There will be a Clean-Up Day for the outside of the church on April 8th at 9 a.m. 
Please bring shovels, rakes, trimmers, and donʼt forget your gloves. There will be 
light yard work as well as cleaning in the parsonage.  See you there! 

 
Sundays 10:00 a.m.   Together By Grace class 
April 1   9:00   a.m.  Clean up day 
April 4    11:30 p.m.  WELCA meeting @ J’s 
April  5    7:00   p.m.  Lenten services 
April  12     7:00   p.m.   Church council  
April 13  7:00   p.m.   Maundy Thursday service 
April 20  2:00   p.m.   Lydia Circle at the home of Diane Campbell   
April 25        May newsletter items are due.  Send to Yvonne (johnsony@myfmtc.com) 
 
 
“Anyone who is to find Christ must first find the church. How could anyone know where Christ is and 
what faith is in Him unless he knows where his believers are?”  Martin Luther 
 



 
 

  
                 National Child Abuse Prevention Month 
 
 

According to Prevent Child Abuse Iowa, more than 8,200 Iowa children were found to be abused in 
2015. The most common forms of abuse included denial of critical care, physical injury, exposure 
to illegal drugs and sexual abuse. 
Lutheran Services in Iowa (LSI) helps combat child abuse through prevention, safety and stability 
services, and mental and behavioral health treatment. 
LSI’s Early Childhood Services prevent child abuse by giving parents support and resources to 
build a healthy, stable home environment for their children. In 2016, our Early Childhood programs 
served more than 1,000 families with infants, toddlers, and preschoolers!  
LSI’s Family, Safety, Risk and Permanency Services help children and families already involved in 
a crisis or abuse situation to become safer and more stable, and LSI’s residential programs at 
Beloit and Bremwood serve many children and youth who have experienced trauma from past 
abuse or neglect. 
You make a direct impact on these children and families through your support of LSI. Thank you! 
Our Mission: Lutheran Services in Iowa responds to the love of Jesus Christ through compassionate 
service. LSI is an affiliated social ministry partner of the Iowa congregations of the ELCA 
(Evangelical Lutheran Church in America) and a member of LSA  (Lutheran Services in America). 
We proudly serve people of all ages, abilities, religions, sexes, gender identities, national origins, 
ethnicities, races, and sexual orientations. Learn more at www.LSIowa.org and 
www.facebook.com/LSI.iowa.  
 
 
          Finding Her Confidence  
 
Melissa didn’t know what to do. Her oldest daughter, Brianna, struggled with anger issues and 
Melissa felt she was losing control at home. She wanted to have a loving relationship with her 
daughter, and she was afraid of becoming the “stern parent.”  
She turned to LSI’s Mental Health and Behavioral Health Intervention Services for help three years 
ago.  
The services provide regular home visits and family meetings for Melissa and Brianna. Each week, 
Brianna’s LSI team collaborates with her to find the coping skills she needs to thrive.  
“We’re trying positive reinforcement, we’re practicing exercises like taking a pillow and screaming 
into it,” Melissa says. “Instead of just yelling and screaming, we’re finding an outlet for that anger.”  
Brianna is also learning to express herself through her favorite hobby: drawing. Melissa says her 
daughter is a visual learner, so the family is using art to help Brianna cope with her anger. Brianna 
loves her drawing exercises so much that she now wants to become an artist when she grows up. 
Every step of the way, Melissa says she has felt empowered and supported by her LSI team.  
“You get the positive support. As parents, you hear that you’re doing a good job. You get that pat on 
the back when you’re feeling defeated,” she says. “Without these programs, our family would still 
be struggling. LSI gives you the tools you need.”  
 
 


